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gates of Arcot, in the midst of a thunderstorm of extra-
ordinary violence. The garrison, appalled at the bold-

. ness of men who seemed to set the elements at defiance,
ciive takes ^ac^ alreacty evacuated the fort. Clive entered
Arcot.          it without opposition, and set to work to repair

its defences in preparation for the siege, which he knew
he would have to stand. He expected that Chunda
Sahib would straightway raise the siege of Trichinopoly
and march against him with his whole force. From this
folly Chunda Sahib was restrained by the counsels of

- Dupleix, but he insisted on detaching some of his best
troops for the recovery of his capital.

On October 4, the citidel of Arcot was invested by
10,000 natives and 100 Frenchmen, under the command
of Rajah Sahib, son of the Nabob. The siege was
pressed vigorously, and the fort seemed wholly incapable
of a prolonged resistance, but all calculations were set at
nought by the spirit of enthusiasm and confidence with
The defence whicn trie ^^ garrison had been inspired by
of Arcot. its leader, dive's biographer has recorded a
touching story of the devotion of his native followers.
When provisions had become so scarce that there was a
fear lest hunger might compel them to surrender, the
Sepoys proposed to Clive that he should limit them to
the water (or gruel) in which the rice was boiled. ' It is
sufficient for our support,' they said ; * the Europeans
require the grain.'

On the 37th day of the siege a practicable breach hav-
ing been effected, Rajah Sahib sent to Clive a proposal to
surrender, offering honourable terms to the garrison, and .
a large sum of money to himself, accompanied by a
threat to storm the fort and put the garrison to the
Clive refuses sword if his terms were refused. The garri-
surrender. SOn was reduced to I2o Europeans and 200
sepoys, but Clive rejected the terms with scorn. A fort-